SAMUEL HUNSCOTT (1831-1859): A DEATH OR GLORY BOY
Samuel William Hunscott was the third child of William and Sarah Hunscott and
he was christened in Ullenhall Church (in the parish of Wootton Wawen,
Warwickshire) on 2 January 1831. The parish record gives the surname as
`Hunscut). William Hunscott had married Sarah Dillam in St.Michael`s Church,
Coventry, on 2 July 1820, and they had three other children: Pheobe Maria
(christened 14 November 1824, Ullenhall), Mary (born about 1828 according to
the census – no christening record found), and Eliza (christened 10 January
1836, Ullenhall).
In 1841 Samuel was living with his family in Chappel Yard (sic), Ullenhall. He
was 10 years old.

The remaining cottages adjacent to Chapel Yard, Ullenhall
The remainder of Samuel`s history has been found from 3 sources:
1. The Pocket Hercules by M.J. Trow (2006) about Captain Morris and the
Charge of the Light Brigade using newly found papers in the possession of
the Morris family which mentions Samuel Hunscott.
2. Forgotten Heroes: The Charge of the Light Brigade by Roy Dutton (2007)
3. A History of the 17th Lancers (Duke of Cambridge`s Own) by Hon J.W.
Fortescue (1895)

Samuel Hunscott enlisted in the 17 th Lancers in January 1848 (regimental
number 944). He would have been 18. His occupation is given as a servant. He
could have worked at Barrell`s Hall in Ullenhall, for the Knight family, where his
aunt and uncle Sarah and Joseph Dutton worked. The Knight family owned large
estates in and around the area inherited through marriage to Lady Luxborough.
By 1861 Samuel`s uncle, Joseph Dutton, was the game keeper on the estate and
was living at Barrell`s Hall with his wife Sarah (née Hunscott or Hunscote), who
was, almost certainly, the sister of Samuel`s father, William.
Why did Samuel join the 17th Lancers? The regiment had been formed in 1759 by
Colonel John Hale. He had been with General Wolfe at Quebec when he died in
the famous victory over the French. In honour of Wolfe, Hale chose the Death`s
Head and the motto `Or Glory` as the badge of the new regiment: hence the later
nickname of the `Death or Glory Boys`. The regiment recruited from the Home
Counties and the Midlands and was based at Coventry. This association with the
town continued and many of the 17th Lancers` troops in the Crimea, nearly a
century later, enlisted here. Samuel was one. His mother`s family came from
Coventry and his sister Eliza was married there in 1857.

17th Lancers cap badge
By 1848 the depot of the 17th Lancers was Dublin. In 1843 George, Duke of
Cambridge, a cousin to Queen Victoria, had become Colonel, and henceforth the
regiment was known as the 17th (Duke of Cambridge`s Own).
In 1851 Samuel was in the troop of Captain Morris in Dublin. Morris had been
with the 16th Lancers in India and was an experienced soldier. He had been
commissioned in the 17th Lancers in April 1848. He prepared a valuable
document known as the Casual and Squad Drill book, which was later printed in
Dublin in April 1851, and a copy still exists in the papers of the Morris family. This
important archive of papers was used by M.J. Trow and it identified Samuel
Hunscott`s participation in the Charge of the Light Brigade for the first time.
The Casual and Squad Drill book listed all the men in Morris`s troop at the time
(Samuel included), and it also included information on kit and pay. From it we

know that a recruit was paid a £9 bounty on enlistment but had to pay for his kit
and cavalry equipment, which amounted to £6 17s 6d. The kit and its layout in
the barracks is below
Head of Bedstead
Valice on top of Bed
LEFT SIDE
1 Flannel Jacket
1 Pr Cotton Drawers
1 Pair socks
1 Pair do.
1 Gauntlet
1 do.

CENTRE
Girdle
Holdall Complete
(incl.small book)
Tin of Blacking
Hair comb and brush

RIGHT SIDE
1 Shirt
1 do.
1 Towel
1 do.
1 Pair Gloves

Button Stick
2 Pairs Straps
1 Boot and Spur, Surcingle folded; 1 Boot and Spur between boots
Horse Brush and Curry Comb
Oil Tin, Hoof Pick and Brush Rag
NOTE: Shirts and Flannels to be neatly folded, with the mark uppermost;
Brushes with the mark up; Gauntlet with Gloves uppermost

The daily rate of pay for a private was 1s 6d. This was about the same as a farm
labourer at the time, though his employment would be seasonal. On Morris`s
troop there were 65 men, including 49 privates.
Whilst stationed in Dublin in 1848/9 the 17 th Lancers were used to quell uprisings
by revolutionary elements (known as O`Brien`s rebellion) which were easily put
down. In 1850 we find the regiment at a newly established camp at Chobham
Ridges in Surrey.
CRIMEA
There is very good evidence to suggest that from 1850 until the Battle of
Balaklava on 25 October 1854, Samuel Hunscott was in the troop of Captain
Morris. So Samuel embarked sometime between 18 and 25 April 1854 from
Portsmouth to the Crimea as part of a convoy of 5 ships, carrying 3,000 cavalry
men and horses in all. Prior to this the 17 th Lancers had been stationed at
Hounslow and Hampton Court.
The Crimean War was brought about by the power vacuum created by the
ongoing disintegration of the Turkish Empire. Russia could see opportunities for
expansion in the area and Britain was concerned about the impact of any
increased Russian presence and influence affecting the Indian Empire. Louis
Napoleon the newly (self) created Emperor of France had delusions of grandeur
and wanted to recreate the glories of his uncle Napoleon 1 (and avenge his
defeat by the Russians in 1812). All these strategic issues came together over
the relatively minor issue of who protected the Christian shrines in Turkey: the
Catholic Church (France) or the Greek Orthodox Church (Russia). Russia

declared was on Turkey and Britain and France came to a separate
understanding to support Turkey.
This was the first major land conflict for Britain for 40 years, since the days of
Wellington, and this showed in the general inexperience and incompetence and
parade-ground mentality of those in command of the army, many of which had
bought their commissions and promotions. Morris and other junior officers had
experience fighting in India but they were largely ignored in developing tactics
and had little influence on the conduct or the strategy of the war. At the head of
the army was Lord Raglan, aged 70, who had been injured at Waterloo but had
spent over 25 years in a desk job since, as the military secretary to Wellington.
Raglan had never commanded more than 200 men before. He was a refined and
skilful diplomat but an incompetent military leader. His Cavalry Division was led
by Lord Lucan. He was 64, a disciplinarian, unpopular with the troops but he had
served in the Russian army against the Turks in 1828/9. Below him was James
Scarlett commanding the Heavy Brigade, and Lord Cardigan in charge of the
Light Brigade. Cardigan was 57 and had no experience of war at all. He owed his
promotion to the large sums of money he could afford to pay for his
commissions. He was autocratic, overbearing, and the brother-in-law of Lord
Lucan, though they disliked each other intensely. The 17 Lancers formed part of
the Light Brigade, along with the 4th and 13th Light Dragoons and the 8th and 11th
Hussars.
Samuel Hunscott received the Crimean Medal. This had 4 clasps depending on
the theatres of war fought in. Samuel appears to have had all 4 clasps which
meant that he fought at Alma, Balaklava, Inkerman, and Sebastopol, though
there is conflicting evidence about Alma.
Alma. This took place from the 13th-20th September 1854 where the allied forces
attacked a Russian army entrenched on heights overlooking the River Alma. The
attack was eventually successful and the Russians were forced to retreat but
most of the fighting was undertaken by the infantry. The cavalry only had a
limited involvement though the 17th Lancers did round up some of the retreating
Russians before being ordered back by Lord Raglan.
Balaklava. We know Samuel Hunscott took part in this battle and the charge of
the Light Brigade because he was one of 17 soldiers who attested to the exploits
of Captain Morris during the battle. It was only in 2006 when M.J. Trow published
the results of his research into the Morris papers that this became evident. The
authority on the members of the Light Brigade was Canon Lummis who has
named 673 men in the charge of the `600`. However this list does not include 5
of the Lancers who signed the affidavit on behalf of Morris, who must have been
there; and these include Samuel Hunscott. They must also have been close to
Morris in the battle so in describing what happened to Morris in the charge we
will be close to Samuel`s experiences.

There were 3 elements to the Battle of Balaklava: the Thin Red Line (or the thin
red streak as it was described at the time in the Times); the Charge of the Heavy
Brigade; and the Charge of the Light Brigade. The Thin Red Line was the 93 rd
Division Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders who held the line of defence against
vastly superior numbers of Russian cavalry and prevented the breakthrough to
the town of Balaklava itself. Following the successful repulse of this attack the
Heavy Brigade were ordered to engage the Russian Hussars. The engagement
was not decisive but the Light Brigade was standing by and at one stage they
could have attacked the exposed flank of the Russian cavalry which was in
disarray. Despite pleas from troop leaders notably Captain Morris, Lord Cardigan
refused to take the initiative because he had no orders to do so.
That was not the end of the day`s action though. Lord Raglan wanted the Light
Cavalry to advance on that part of the valley where the Turks had surrendered a
series of forts and artillery and retrieve the situation. He issued an order to this
effect and sent Captain Louis Nolan with a message to Lord Lucan. Unfortunately
while the situation was clear to Lord Raglan on the heights above the battle it
meant little to Lucan in the valley, who could see no Russians or artillery. Nolan
pointed (wrongly) the direction to attack and so the Light Brigade charged by
mistake, into a well-defended position, flanked by artillery units in the hills above
the valley. The Times reporter said: `We could scarcely believe the evidence of
our senses. Surely that handful of men were not going to charge an army in
position?`
Nolan asked to ride with the 17th Lancers in the centre of the formation (he was a
friend of Morris). He rode out in front and there is some suggestion that he
realized the error of his instructions and was trying to divert the charge when he
was the first to be killed. Cardigan refused to increase the pace of the charge and
would not let the Lancers past him so they had to endure flanking artillery for
longer than necessary. One sergeant in Moriss`s troop had his head blown off
but his corpse continue to ride upright in the saddle. The remnants of the Lancers
fell on the Russian guns and overwhelmed them. Once the guns had been
overrun the Light Brigade did not know what to do. The Russians threw in their
cavalry. Morris gathered about 20 of his men about him to fight their way back
down the valley. It is not unreasonable to assume that Samuel was amongst
these given the evidence he signed afterwards. Morris received serious injuries:
a sabre cut to the ear and then he was knocked unconscious by a sword blow to
the head. He recovered to receive a further wound to the temple. Now streaming
with blood he attempted to fight his way back on foot. He grabbed a horse which
was then shot from under him and he eventually collapsed near to the body of
Captain Nolan. Three 17th Lancers won the Victoria Cross that day, two for
rescuing Captain Morris, who miraculously recovered, only to die of dysentery 4
years later in India. This was the first time that Victoria Crosses had been given
and the precedent of it being for extreme gallantry had not been set. Moreover,
survivors could make a claim for this medal which could help their promotion and
pension in the future. This is why Morris sought to apply for one and why, in
October 1856, an affidavit of his heroic exploits was signed by 17 members of his

troop, including Samuel Hunscott. Lord Lucan did not support the claim and his
application was rejected
The charge lasted only 20 minutes. Of the 678 now thought to have taken part
156 were killed and 122 injured. As for the 17 th Lancers, of the 147 that made the
charge only 38 appeared at roll call the following morning.
Inkerman. After Balaklava the regiment almost ceased to exist in the Crimea
such were the small numbers left. On 5 November 1854 the Battle of Inkerman
was a largely indecisive affair contested by infantry. Only 200 of the Light
Brigade remained and they supported a French offensive late in the day.
Over the winter hostilities ceased but the troops had to endure the misery and
hardship of a Crimean winter. Reinforcements for the 17 th Lancers arrived in the
April which allowed them to maintain a squadron of 100 men for the campaign of
1855. The conflict on the ground effectively ended when the ongoing siege of
Sebastopol was finally ended when the Russians evacuated in September 1855.
The regiment then moved to Ismid in Turkey until peace was declared in March
1856. Following this 18 officers and 442 men of the 17 th Lancers left in the S. S.
Candia for Queenstown (Cork) where they arrived on 14 May. They were
quartered at Cahir before moving to the Portobello Barracks in Dublin in
September. Arrangements for the reduction of the strength of the regiment were
upset by the outbreak of the Indian Mutiny.
Samuel Hunscott will have taken part in much of this activity. He will certainly
have been at each of the 4 major conflicts for which clasps were given to the
Crimean medal. However, between 17 July 1855 and 19 November 1855 he was
in Scutari which means he must have been wounded or very seriously ill since
the barracks here had been turned into a military hospital early in the war. He
must have met Florence Nightingale who arrived in Scutari in November 1854
and, through her efforts at introducing basic hygiene, she was instrumental in
cutting the mortality rates from 42% when she arrived to 2.2% when Samuel
was there.

THE INDIAN MUTINY
This broke out in May 1857 among the sepoys of the Bengal army in Meerut. The
traditional reason for the uprising was the introduction of Enfield rifles to the
Indian Army. These required the cartridges to be bitten before use and they were
greased with animal fat. This was abhorrent to the Hindus who revered the cow
and the Muslims who considered the pig a dirty animal. However there were
underlying causes and the withdrawal of the rifles did not prevent the
insurrection. These factors included the increasing anglicising of administration
and language; the introduction of more arrogant and insensitive army officers
straight from Britain; and the increasing religious conflicts with the aggressive
attempts to spread Christianity. It was not a national uprising though. Mutinies

occurred in only a few places but at Cawnpore the massacre of women and
children and the horror this caused in Britain caused the Government to send out
more troops to deal with the situation.
So on 2 September 1857 the 17 th Lancers received orders for India: just over a
year after having returned from the Crimea. The regiment sailed from
Queenstown 6 December in the S. S. Great Britain, stopping to refuel at Cape
Verde Islands and the Cape of Good Hope, and arriving at Bombay on 17
December. Unlike the Crimean War they did not take their horses with them .
They disembarked and moved to Kirkee which they reached about Christmas
Day. They were then split into 3 squadrons. We do not know which one Samuel
Hunscott was in and some squadrons were more active during the conflict than
others.
Three of the native rulers had taken the opportunity of the unrest to try to drive
the British out of India. The 17th Lancers were directly involved in the campaign
against Tantia Topi, who was the most successful in inflicting defeats on the
British. By June 1858 though he was in retreat, but his pursuit lasted 9 months
and covered a distance in excess of 1000 miles, 500 of which were covered in a
single month. In September a force including 80 17 th Lancers inflicted a defeat on
him near Rajghur and later in a decisive battle at Sindwaho there were 90
Lancers, one of whom won a Victoria Cross. At Zeerapore in December a
spectacular charge by one of the previously unengaged Lancer squadrons,
where 90 men attacked 4,000 rebels, brought the following description in the
regimental history: `….onward they galloped; and then suddenly the pennons
swept forward like a flash of light, every lance came down to the `engage`, and
the 17th with a yell dashed to the charge. The rebels slackened pace, halted, and
before the lances had reached them, broke and fled; the 17 th plunging headlong
among them, was swallowed up in a huge mass , and fairly vanished out of sight.
Presently they appeared again, every lance still busy and for 7 miles the chase
and slaughter continued till men and horses could do no more.`
The information relating to Samuel`s Indian Mutiny medal says that he was in the
action on 29 December 1858 at Zeerapore, and subsequently at Baroda on 1
January 1859.
By May 1859 the mutiny was over and the regiment went to quarters in Gwalior
and one squadron was detached under Captain Taylor to Jhansi. The regimental
history says:` in both places the regiment suffered severely from sickness and
lost many officers and men – the result of climate, bad accommodation, and the
reaction after the campaign.` Unfortunately Samuel Hunscott was one of these
because he died in Jhansi on 22 October 1859. He was 29. He had been in the
army for 12 years and fought in two of the most famous campaigns in British
military history, but he almost certainly died of dysentery or cholera or some such
illness.

As far as can be worked out his military career was as follows:
January 1848
Enlisted in Coventry
1848.1850
Dublin
1850-April 1854
Surrey
April 1854- May 1856
Crimea
May 1856-September 1857
Dublin
September 1857-October 1859
India
What happened to the rest of Samuel`s family?
His mother, Sarah, died in 1851 (March Quarter, Stratford-upon-Avon). She
would have been 60. His father, William, died on 5 February 1858 in Ullenhall.
He was 62 and the cause of death was general debility. Of his sister Pheobe
Maria there is no record after her christening in 1824 and she probably died in
infancy.
His sister Mary died on 23 August 1859 in Clinton Lane, Kenilworth of diarrhoea
and fever (2 weeks). She is described as a domestic servant, aged 32. The
informant was Ann Betts of Clinton Lane.
The youngest sister, Eliza, married John Sumners, an agricultural worker of
Kenilworth, on 2 November 1857 in Holy Trinity Church, Coventry. They had a
daughter, Eliza Elizabeth, born in 1858 (September, Warwick, transcribed as
`Sumner`). Unfortunately Eliza, the mother, died on 9 October 1859, in Clinton
Lane, of fever (one month). She is described as the wife of John `Sumner`, a
farm labourer, and she was 23. The informant was Sarah Newey of Castle
Green, Kenilworth. In the 1861 census, 2 years later, we see Ann Betts (the
informant above), a widow and charwoman, aged 44, lodging in Clinton Lane.
Castle Green is the next road, and here Sarah Newey, the other informant, (aged
27), lived with her husband Thomas. Nearby in Castle Green lived William
Summer (aged 73), his wife Sarah (aged 63) and their granddaughter Eliza, aged
2. These must be the parents of John Sumners and his daughter with Eliza (née
Hunscott). John Sumners is not around in the 1861 census but he probably
married Jane Chandler in Coventry in 1862 and by 1871 they were living in
Hampton Lucy in Warwickshire with 4 children, the oldest of which is Elizabeth,
aged 12. She would be the Eliza Elizabeth born in 1858 to Eliza Sumners.
Things then get more confusing. In 1881 Eliza `Summers`, aged 22, born in
Kenilworth, is living in Red Lane, Kenilworth, as the housekeeper to David
Grainger (born about 1848). He is described as married, and a labourer, but
there is no wife, only 2 children: Elizabeth (aged 8) and Florence `Summers`
Grainger (aged 6 months). David Grainger had married Mary Kibler in 1870,
when she was 16, and in 1871 they were living in Claverdon, Warwickshire. In
1873 they had a daughter, Mary Ann, who died in infancy. The household cannot
be found in the 1891 census but by 1901 David Grainger is living in Clinton Lane,
Kenilworth. Again he is described as married though there is still no wife, only

Eliza E. Summers, who is described as single and a boarder. What is confusing
is that there are 4 children in the household: Alfred D. (aged 13), William H.
(aged 10), Emma E. (aged 8) and Frederick G. (aged 4). All were born in
Kenilworth and have the surname `Summers` in the census, the children of Eliza.
The situation is similar in 1911 when David Grainger is the head of a household
living at 107 Clinton Lane, Kenilworth. He is aged 64 and a general labourer; and
this time he is single. Eliza Elizabeth Sumner is still there as the housekeeper
together with the 4 children, all with the surname Sumner.
The most likely explanation of all this is that Eliza Elizabeth Sumners, the last of
the blood line of Samuel Hunscott`s family, was an unmarried mother of probably
5 children, with David Grainger, with whom she was living as a housekeeper or
boarder from at least 1880, when Florence was born. Elizabeth Grainger, the
eldest child, is likely to be the daughter of David and his wife Mary. Whatever
happened to Mary is a mystery. No record of her death can be found and she
does not appear in any future censuses. She may have emigrated which would
explain why David still saying he was married in 1901, and why he did not marry
Eliza.
Of the children, we know that Florence married William Biggerstaff and had 12
children. She died in 1958. William married Annie Turrell in 1913 and in the
registration index he is recorded as both William H. Sumner and William H.
Grainger! They had a son, Frederick H. Sumner, born in 1916. David Grainger
died in 1930, aged 82.
The particular sadness of this family is that 2 sisters and Samuel Hunscott
himself, all died within 3 months of each other in 1859, leaving only Eliza
Elizabeth Sumners behind as a two year old niece to Samuel; the last of the
Hunscotts of Chapel Yard, Ullenhall. As we have seen above, there will be
descendents of Eliza Elizabeth alive today.
This article has been provided by Ian Jeavons

